
 Art Curriculum Map 
(Year 1- Year 6) 

 

We journey together: loving learning; daring to discover; caring for all; with Jesus as our guide. 

 

 
 
 

Art Autumn Spring Summer 

Reception 
(Art as part 
of 
‘Expressive 
Art and 
Design’) 

. Children in Reception – Development Matters & Statutory Framework 
Autumn, Spring or Summer, the learning of Art at St Paul’s snowballs through the year through frequent, flexible and repetitive art exploration, with a multitude of cross framework links to Maths, English and 
the beginnings of Reading, and many more, all rooted in our Early Learning Goals,  and the ‘prime and  specific areas’ of EYFS learning : ‘Communication & Language’, ‘Physical Development’, ‘Personal Social 
Emotional Development’, ‘Literacy’ ‘Mathematics’, Understanding of the world’ & ‘Expressive Arts and design’.   

In addition to expressive art opportunities that include music, dance, drama and storytelling (that form part of the framework we follow), our children are given regular opportunities to safely explore ‘Art & 
Design’ through a range of media, materials, tools and techniques; beginning to use correct names, action words and vocabulary with increasing accuracy through repeated, child-led experience. This includes 
opportunities to develop skills in cutting, sticking, drawing, painting, designing, building, joining, mark making, printing, and many more; with these opportunities being driven by the children’s interests, 
individual needs and development journey.  

Art in EYFS is also deepened by ‘in the moment’ learning opportunities, driven by the children’s imagination and questions- allowing for an incredibly versatile and enriched, as well as pupil-centred learning of 
art. The children explore different materials independently and freely through the day- using smell, touch, sight, feel and sound to investigate these, and going on to use their imaginations in how to use the 
materials.  

An example of art in EYFS can be seen in their making of simple models. Children use building to express their ideas and will become familiar with tools and joining methods, experimenting with what works and 
what they like doing- to formulate their own artistic process. They may even use their creations and materials in roleplay to form part of their own narrative in play. Another example can be seen in drawing 
activities. As part of their exploration, the children are given opportunities to play and investigate with drawing, including designing closed shapes with continuous lines, and children then begin to use these 
shapes to represent objects with increasing accuracy, detail and design complexity. Through repetitive play, exploration, adult modelling and discussion, children begin to understand elements of art including 
colour and colour mixing, texture, form and function. A further example can be seen in how the Children start to make marks intentionally; they explore paint using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well 
as brushes and other tools; they express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make. Children are also given the opportunity to share their creations - 
explaining their own process in making their piece. The children also collaborate in their learning, sharing ideas and resources as they learn and explore in play together.  

In addition to all the above, the children are given weekly teacher-led, modelled & supported art activities, linked to learning about our world, celebrations (such as harvest and advent) and our environment. 
These relevant and well-resourced opportunities become the building blocks for further open-ended exploration and play, thoughts and questions, collaborations, discussions and celebrations of pupils' work. 
We also hold an art week across the school which accumulates into a diorama of our EYFS children's learning to share with our community.   

 

  
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Art Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 1 Autumn 1  
Drawing - Exploring line and shape through a range of 
materials and stimuli, with a focus on the work of Bridget 
Riley and Paul Klee. Pupils develop control and creativity by 
experimenting with expressive mark making and portrait 
drawing, using lines and shapes to improve accuracy. 
 
Autumn 2 
Painting and mixed media - Using a range of tools and 
surfaces, pupils explore colour mixing through paint play. 
Inspired by Clarice Cliff and Jasper Johns, they then 
experiment with colour combinations and techniques to 
create their own paintings. 

Spring 1 
Sculpture - Creating simple 3D shapes and structures using paper 
and card, inspired by the ‘Tree of life’ screen at the Sidi Saiyyed 
Mosque. Pupils manipulate materials by folding, rolling and 
scrunching to make sculptures, then collaborate on a larger piece 
influenced by Louise Bourgeois. 
 
Spring 2 
Crafting - Developing fibre art skills such as plaiting, threading, 
knotting and weaving. Inspired by the work of Cecilia Vicuña, pupils 
apply these techniques to create three-dimensional woven 
artworks, experimenting with materials and structure. 

Summer 1 
This half term is dedicated to producing three pieces of 
work in drawing, colour, and sculpture for a school wide 
themed exhibition held in June.  
 
Summer 2 
Visio Divina – as part of our Catholic faith, children will 
study a painting from scripture.  Visio divina is a way of 
praying by looking at art. It means “divine seeing” in Latin. 
In visio divina, children look at an image slowly and reflect 
on what it shows them. The children will have the 
opportunity to evaluate and  analyse the artist’s work, 
recreate the painting in a chosen medium, and finally 
write their reflection and actions to accompany their 
work. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 
 

Autumn 1 
Drawing-Developing drawing skills by exploring and 
experimenting with a range of materials, pupils make marks 
that suggest texture, light and dark. They build drawings by 
sketching basic shapes and adding detail, producing a final 
observational piece that shows an emerging understanding of 
shading and texture. 

Autumn 2 
Painting and mixed media- Investigating collage techniques 
through the work of Romare Bearden, focusing on colour 
mixing and creating texture using different tools. Pupils create 
painted papers in Bearden’s style and use them to produce a 
collage linked to a chosen theme. 

Spring 1 
Sculpture- Exploring the way clay can be shaped and 
joined, children learn a range of essential skills for 
working with this medium. They learn about the 
sculpture of Rachel Whiteread and create their own 
clay house tile in response. 5 lessons 
 
Spring 2 
Crafting- Responding to a design brief, pupils create 
a piece of art that represents their local area using a 
map as their stimulus. They learn techniques for 
working creatively with materials and evaluate their 
design ideas based on the brief. 

Summer 1 
This half term is dedicated to producing three pieces of work in drawing, 
colour, and sculpture for a school wide themed exhibition held in June.  
 
Summer 2  
Visio Divina – as part of our Catholic faith, children will study a painting from 
scripture.  Visio divina is a way of praying by looking at art. It means “divine 
seeing” in Latin. In visio divina, children look at an image slowly and reflect 
on what it shows them. The children will have the opportunity to evaluate 
and  analyse the artist’s work, recreate the painting in a chosen medium, and 
finally write their reflection and actions to accompany their work. 
 

 
 

Year 3 Autumn 1 
Crafting- Link to Ancient Egyptians Investigating the way colour, 
scale and pattern influenced ancient Egyptian art, pupils explore 
the technique of papermaking to create a papyrus-style scroll. 
Ideas are then extended to create a modern response by 
designing a ‘zine’. 
 

Spring 1 
Painting and mixed media- Investigating prehistoric art by making 
their own paints, creating tools and painting on different surfaces. 
Inspired by prehistoric cave paintings, pupils explore how early 
artists used natural materials, texture and colour to communicate 
ideas and record experiences. They develop painting and mark-
making skills to create prehistoric-inspired artwork. 

Summer 1 
This half term is dedicated to producing three pieces of 
work in drawing, colour, and sculpture for a school wide 
themed exhibition held in June.  
 
Summer 2 
Visio Divina – as part of our Catholic faith, children will 



Autumn 2 
Drawing- Developing drawing skills through observation, shape 
and tone, pupils practise drawing objects using simple shapes, 
building even tones with pencil and adding detail by observing 
pattern and texture. They apply these skills in imaginative plant 
drawings and recreate their ideas as digital artwork. 

 
Spring 2 
Sculpture- Examining how shapes and negative spaces can be 
represented by three dimensional forms. Manipulating a range of 
materials, pupils learn ways to join and create free-standing 
structures inspired by the work of Anthony Caro and Ruth Asawa. 

study a painting from scripture.  Visio divina is a way of 
praying by looking at art. It means “divine seeing” in 
Latin. In visio divina, children look at an image slowly and 
reflect on what it shows them. The children will have the 
opportunity to evaluate and  analyse the artist’s work, 
recreate the painting in a chosen medium, and finally 
write their reflection and actions to accompany their 
work. 
 

 
 
 



Year 4 Autumn 1 
Drawing- Exploring tone, texture and proportion 
to create realistic and expressive drawings, 
inspired by artists Sarah Graham, Nicola McBride 
and Beatriz Milhazes. Pupils develop skills in 
shading, mark-making and composition using 
sweets, wrappers and bold patterns to produce 
detailed drawings with a strong sense of form and 
proportion. 
Autumn 2 
Painting and mixed media- Developing their 
colour-mixing skills, pupils use shades and tints to 
show form and create three dimensions in their 
paintings. They also learn about composition and 
plan their own still life to paint, applying chosen 
techniques. 

Spring 1 
Sculpture- Exploring how different materials can be shaped and joined to create 
sculpture, inspired by artists including Barbara Hepworth and Sokari Douglas-
Camp. Pupils also investigate a range of sculptural techniques before designing 
and creating their own three-dimensional artwork. 
 
Spring 2 
Crafting- Using the flora and fauna of tropical rainforests as a starting point, 
pupils develop drawings through experimentation and textile-based techniques 
to design a repeating pattern suitable for fabric. 

Summer 1 
This half term is dedicated to producing three pieces of work in drawing, 
colour, and sculpture for a school wide themed exhibition held in June.  
 
Summer 2 
Visio Divina – as part of our Catholic faith, children will study a painting 
from scripture.  Visio divina is a way of praying by looking at art. It means 
“divine seeing” in Latin. In visio divina, children look at an image slowly 
and reflect on what it shows them. The children will have the opportunity 
to evaluate and  analyse the artist’s work, recreate the painting in a 
chosen medium, and finally write their reflection and actions to 
accompany their work. 
 



 

Year 5 Autumn 1 
Drawing- Investigating how drawing can express emotion, 
movement and depth, inspired by the work of Charlie Mackesy 
and Elizabeth Catlett. Pupils use expressive lines, shading and 
printmaking techniques to develop compositions that convey 
feeling and energy before creating a final piece influenced by their 
own ideas and the artists studied. 

Autumn 2 
Painting and mixed media- Investigating self-portraits created by 
a range of artists and using photographs as inspiration for mixed-
media artwork. Pupils explore how artists represent identity and 
expression before developing and creating their own unique self-
portraits using a range of materials and techniques. 

Spring 1 
Sculpture- Inspired by historical monuments and 
modern installations, pupils plan by researching and 
drawing a sculpture to fit a design brief. They 
investigate scale, the display environment and 
possibilities for viewer interaction with their piece. 
 
Spring 2 
Crafting-Investigating the built environment through 
drawing and printmaking, inspired by the work of 
architects and artists, including Zaha Hadid and 
Hundertwasser. Pupils research architectural design, 
explore symbolism in monuments and apply their 
understanding to create and present their own 
building designs and artistic responses. 

Summer 1 
This half term is dedicated to producing three pieces of work in 
drawing, colour, and sculpture for a school wide themed 
exhibition held in June.  
 
Summer 2 
Visio Divina – as part of our Catholic faith, children will study a 
painting from scripture.  Visio divina is a way of praying by looking 
at art. It means “divine seeing” in Latin. In visio divina, children 
look at an image slowly and reflect on what it shows them. The 
children will have the opportunity to evaluate and  analyse the 
artist’s work, recreate the painting in a chosen medium, and finally 
write their reflection and actions to accompany their work. 
 

 
 
 

Year 6 Autumn 1 
Drawing- Exploring how drawing can be used to express 
ideas and messages, inspired by a range of street art 
examples and environmental themes. Pupils investigate 
how artists use perspective, scale and proportion to create 
impact before designing and creating a street-art-inspired 
final piece that communicates a message about 
sustainability and the environment. 
 
Autumn 2 
Painting and mixed media-Researching an artist of 
personal interest, including their life, techniques and 
artistic intentions. Pupils collect ideas in sketchbooks, plan 
a final piece and work collaboratively to present what they 
have learnt about the artist and their work. 

Spring 1 
Sculpture- Reflecting on primary school memories through 
sculpture and assemblage using found objects and hand-
sculpted forms. Pupils select meaningful objects and materials 
before designing and creating a personal memory box with 
symbolic and personal significance. 
 
Spring 2 
Crafting- Exploring photography as a medium for expressing 
ideas, pupils investigate scale and composition, colour and 
techniques for adapting finished images. They use digital media 
to create photographic imagery in response to a specific design 
brief. 

Summer 1 
This half term is dedicated to producing three pieces of work in 
drawing, colour, and sculpture for a school wide themed exhibition 
held in June.  
 
Summer 2 
Visio Divina – as part of our Catholic faith, children will study a 
painting from scripture.  Visio divina is a way of praying by looking at 
art. It means “divine seeing” in Latin. In visio divina, children look at 
an image slowly and reflect on what it shows them. The children will 
have the opportunity to evaluate and analyse the artist’s work, 
recreate the painting in a chosen medium, and finally write their 
reflection and actions to accompany their work. 
 

 
 
 

 


